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Central Beach had another fun-filled, successful summer.  With the huge support 
we received from the profits from Merchandise Sales and the enormous support 
from our community volunteers, we were able to hold all this summer’s special 
events.   

Thank you to all those members of the community who gave their time and energy 
to make it all possible.  

Elaine Hieleman, Pam Furey, Maud Bailey, Kate Gilpin and the Q band kicked off 
our summer with the Opening Picnic where we were able to reconvene after a long 
winter and also meet and welcome many new members of our community.  

Patti and Rusty Rueff and their team of volunteers began our 4th of July weekend 
with the hugely successful Fun Run.  

Suzanne O’Brien orchestrated the July 4th parade again for a second year in a row.  
It was made possible with the help from many of Quonnie’s families; the Fraziers, 
Van Pelts, Welnickis, and the Getmans, as well as the following individuals Neil 
Siegel, Neal Simon, Kaitlin Obernauer Jordan Rettig, Maud Bailey, Emily Poggi, 
Sheri Purcell, Barry and Alana Okun, Jerry Bradley and of course the Q Band.  
Thank you as well to the Mara’s for their ice cream certificates to East West Farm.  
As you can see, from the number of volunteers, it truly takes a village to pull off 
the Parade, in, which had over one hundred participants.   

Our parade tradition would not be complete without the beautiful horses we see 
every year. Thank you to Neal Simon, who brought his horses and ponies down 
from his ranch for all to enjoy. 

Our children enjoyed several events exclusively for them.  Thank you to Jenn 
Siegal for running the July Kids dance at the Grange, and Jenny Licht and Meg 
Murphy for once again running our annual Scavenger Hunt for our kids in August. 
Thank you to the McEnroe Family for again holding the Quonnie Movie night.    

Special thanks to Kate Gilpin who did a tremendous job on the Clam Jam this year 
as well as to all those who helped her see the evening through, including Will 
Carpenter, Megan Gilpin, Maria McEnroe, Mike Sharkey as well as the Peet family 
for bringing their delicious oysters.   It is so nice to see the next generation so very 
involved in the community.  



The Quonnie Social was another great success this year.  Despite an ominous 
weather forecast, the clouds cleared at the last minute and 115 people came out to 
enjoy a sunny night on the ball field. An added plus this year was the addition of 
the Q band to entertain partygoers.  Thank you again to Kate Gilpin and Ben 
Marlor for spear heading the social and to those that helped them; Megan Gilpin, 
Mike Sharkey, Maria McEnroe Gracie Cusson and Caroline Lewers, for another 
fun filled evening.   

The Sand Castle Contest was a hit again this year.  Thank you to Kathy Miller, 
Sheri Purcell and Jannine Leshem for organizing this event.  

A huge thanks to all who contributed and helped to execute these fabulous Quonnie 
events!! Participating and volunteering to help with these traditions is a terrific 
way to meet neighbors and become acquainted with the community.   

Although many of our events have been successful for a number of years, we are 
always open to suggestions for introducing new ideas!! This year the Bailey 
Family worked with the Frosty Drew nature center and organized a Persead Meteor 
Shower evening.  Unfortunately, the weather didn’t cooperate, but we will 
definitely try again next year!  We are also looking into the possibility of having a 
Quonnie Pops on the ball field next summer. Please let Special Events know if you 
have any other suggestions to add to our fun summer events.   All are welcome to 
and encouraged to participate and volunteer.    

I have happily served as Manager of Special Events for the past three years!  I now 
welcome Elaine Jarvis Heileman and Tina Cassidy to be the new co- managers of 
our very special Quonnie events.   

Thank you so much for allowing me to serve this community that is so dear to my 
heart.  

Katherine Huntington 


